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In Summary
• Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) kill 38 million people worldwide each year.
• Almost three quarters of NCD deaths, about 28 million, occur in low- and middle-income countries.
• Sixteen million NCD deaths occur before the age of 70; 82 percent of these ‘premature’ deaths occur in low- and middle-income countries.
• Cardiovascular diseases account for most NCD deaths, or 17.5 million people annually, followed by cancers (8.2 million),
respiratory diseases (4 million), and diabetes (1.5 million).
• These four groups of diseases account for 82 percent of all NCD deaths.
• Tobacco use, physical inactivity, the harmful use of alcohol, and unhealthy diet all increase the risk of dying from an NCD.
Source: World Health Organization
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progression. The main types of NCDs—cardiovascular diseases
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(e.g., heart attack and stroke), cancer, chronic respiratory
disease (e.g., chronic obstructed pulmonary disease and
asthma), and diabetes—have an enormous impact on people,
health systems, and societies around the world.
NCDs disproportionally affect low- to middle-income countries
as the result of higher rates of premature death, lack of
detection and treatment for NCDs, and their contribution
to poverty for people who lack healthcare. In these regions,
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*These numbers are predicted to rise across the board by 2030,
with a significant impact in Sub-Saharan Africa
Source: Population Reference Bureau (www.prb.org)
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The rising burden of global NCDs
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Collaborating to reduce the global burden of NCDs

implement a number of unique and innovative programs
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collaborating with countries in a variety of ways, including
generating new evidence to guide global and national
decision-making, to reduce the burden of NCDs.
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